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designing a more just and humane future in the built 
environment



Grace Farms Foundation’s 
interdisciplinary 
humanitarian mission aims 
to end modern slavery and 
gender-based violence, 
while creating more grace 
and peace in our local and 
global communities.

Grace Farms’ SANAA-
designed site breaks down 
barriers between people 
and across sectors. 

The built environment 
is inextricably linked to 
nature and people.



The built 
environment has 
a relationship 
with nature and 
people

Is your 
building ethically 
sourced, forced 
labor-free, as 
well as 
sustainably 
designed?



TITLE SLIDE



a movement to create
a radical paradigm 
shift
and remove slavery 
from the built 
environment
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Addressing on-
site labor is only 
half of the 
equation
Forced labor in 
the building 
materials supply 
chain must also 
be addressed

ON SITE 
LABOR

MATERIALS



The next step in architecture justice 
must include social equity and ethical 
material transparency

climate justice 
and

climate action

embodied
carbon 

movement

social equity 
and 

ethical material 
transparency



Construction lags other industries in 
supply chain transparency

first food then clothing shelter will be next







milestones: Working Group | Report | Pilot Projects | 
Toolkit



80+ CEOs, principals, industry experts
Design for Freedom Working Group
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Means and methods to ethically influence the building material supply chain
Ecosystem of the built environment



Global laws forbid the use 
of slave labor in the built 
environment, yet our 
buildings and the materials 
that go 
into our buildings, are heavily 
reliant on slave labor



forced labor

Forced labor is all work or 
service that is performed 
involuntarily and under the 
threat of any penalty 

Occurs in every region of the 
world

Global estimates are currently        
at 28 million people enslaved         
(ILO)

Child labor is work that deprives 
children of their childhood and 
is mentally, physically, socially, 
or morally dangerous and 
harmful to children and/or 
interferes with their schooling 

Estimates for children, between 
the ages of 5 and 17 years old, 
are 160 million (ILO)

child labor



All forced labor-produced 
goods as well as illegally 
logged timber are 
prohibited from importation 
into the U.S.



Construction is 
the largest 
global 
industrialized 
sector and at 
the highest risk 
of forced labor

150 billion
dollar value of the 
modern slavery criminal 
industry worldwide

16
0

million
children aged 5 to 17 are 
subjected to child labor

1
2

materials
(raw and composite) 
at highest risk of forced 
labor in buildings

12 trillion
construction-
related spending 
globally (USD)



Are owners subsidizing 
their ROI with slavery?
Likely, yes



the riskiest 
products?
what are



Raw and 
composite 
materials at the 
highest risk 
of embedded 
slavery

Source: Verité Commodities Atlas and the U.S. Department of Labor’s List of 
Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor, Grace Farms analysis

composite 
materials

raw 
materials



Excerpt from Design for Freedom Toolkit: High-risk Materials, Textiles, pg 28



Excerpt from Design for Freedom Toolkit: High-risk Materials, Textiles, pg 28



Excerpt from Design for Freedom Toolkit: High-risk Materials, Textiles, pg 29



Excerpt from Design for Freedom Toolkit: High-risk Materials, Timber, pg 30



Excerpt from Design for Freedom Toolkit: High-risk Materials, Timber, pg 30



Excerpt from Design for Freedom Toolkit: High-risk Materials, Timber, pg 32



Excerpt from Design for Freedom Toolkit: High-risk Materials, Bricks, pg 7



Excerpt from Design for Freedom Toolkit: High-risk Materials, Bricks, pg 7





What can we do as 
owners, designers, 
engineers and 
construction 
professionals?



ask
ask where materials 
come from, trace at 
least one material 
on your next project

Call to action
– construction
– interiors
– landscape

Without 
inspection,
there is no 
accountability

add
add Design for Freedom 
material requirements 
to contracts, specs, 
procurement, material 
libraries, technologies, and 
platforms 

use
use certifications in 
Design for Freedom 
Report and Design for 
Freedom Toolkit 
as a starting point

reduce
reduce risk in 
extractives through 
material reuse and 
circularity



design for freedom 
pilot projects



Black Chapel
by Theaster Gates
(21st Serpentine Pavilion)

June 10 through

October 16,2022



Shadow of a Face by Nina Cooke John
Harriet Tubman Monument



New Canaan Library by Centerbrook Architects
featuring Turner Construction



Temporal Shift by Alyson Shotz
at Grace Farms





Alyson Shotz’s
Temporal Shift

The commission and installation of Temporal Shift, the new 
sculptural work by Alyson Shotz on view at Grace Farms through 
September 2022, presented a unique opportunity to align the 
process of bringing this exciting artwork to the public with the 
ever-expanding framework of analysis, inquiry, and collaboration 
demonstrated by the Design for Freedom movement.



New Center for Arts and Culture by Serendipity Arts
in New Delhi, India



toolkit
design for freedom



A comprehensive resource for design and construction
professionals to implement ethical, forced labor-free
material sourcing strategies into their practices



Education
 Provides deep analysis of more than a dozen most 

at-risk building materials
 Lists relevant certifications and standards that 

support ethical materials choices

Commitment
 Design for Freedom Principles and Overview

Implementation
 Supplier Questionnaire and Sample Specifications

Available at designforfreedom.org

First of its kind: Design for Freedom Toolkit



We have harnessed the 
knowledge and insight of 
our partners and team to 
advance a non-negotiable 
challenge:
that every building should 
be designed and built for 
freedom



Once you know
you can’t un-know it
And now
there is a duty to act
























































